Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.045; wR factor = 0.146; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.5.
In the asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 19 H 17 NO 3 , there are two crystallographically independent molecules, which are connected to each other by O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming molecular chains as well as cyclic centrosymmetric R 2 2 (16) dimers. (2000, 2006, 2007) . For hydrogen-bond motifs, see: Bernstein et al. (1995) . For bond-length data, see: Fun et al. (2008) .
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Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
N-[(2-Hydroxy-1-naphthyl)(2-hydroxyphenyl)methyl]acetamide
M. NizamMohideen, S. Thenmozhi, A. SubbiahPandi, N. P. Selvam and P. T. Perumal Comment β-Acetamido ketones serve as potential intermediates in the synthesis of natural products and antibiotics (Wabnitz & Spencer, 2002) . Due to the nucleophilic nature of benzylic hydroxyl groups these are usually protected during multi-step organic synthesis (Barker et al., 2008) . Amide moiety and their metal ion complexes are widely used for their properties and potential applications (Gade, 2002; Valeur & Leray, 2000; Linton & Hamilton, 1997) . The amide linkage [-NHC(O)-] is known to be strong enough to form and maintain protein architectures and has been utilized to create various molecular devices for a spectrum of purposes in organic chemistry. The effect of substituents on the solid state structures of N-aromatic amides have been described in the literature (Gowda et al., 2000 (Gowda et al., , 2006 (Gowda et al., , 2007 . As part of our investigations on acetamide derivatives, the title compound, (I), has been prepared and its crystal structure is presented here.
Figs. 1 and 2 show the molecular structures and conformations of the two crystallographically independent molecules, A (C1-C19, N1, O1, O2, O3) and B (C1A-C19A, N1A, O1A, O2A, O3A), in the asymmetric unit of (I), with the atomic numbering scheme. The bond lengths and angles in the two independent molecules agree with each other. The normal probability plot analyses (International Tables for X- 
Experimental
A mixture of 2-hydroxybenzaldehyde (10 mmol), β-naphthol (10 mmol) and iodine (0.4 mmol, 4 mol%) were mixed in acetonitrile (5 ml). To the suspension acetyl chloride (2.8 mmol, 0.2 ml) was added and the reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature for 6 h. After the completion of the reaction (as monitored by TLC), saturated sodium thiosulfate solution (5 ml) was added. The precipitated solid was filtered and dried. The dried sample was washed with diethyl ether (2 × 10 supplementary materials sup-2 ml) and again dried. Single crystals of the title compound suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of a solution in ethanol.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically, with N-H = 0.86, O-H = 0.82 and C-H = 0.93, 0.98 and 0.96 Å, for aromatic, methylene and methyl H-atoms, respectively, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = xU eq (C, N), where x = 1.5 for methyl H, and x = 1.2 for all other H atoms.
Figures Fig. 1 . One of the two independent molecules in the asymmetric unit of (I), showing the atomnumbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. Fig. 2 . The other independent molecules in the asymmetric unit of (I), showing the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. 
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